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THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THORACIC SURGERY
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery Graham Traveling Fellowship,
1999-2000
The American Association for Thoracic SurgeryEvarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling Fellowship
was established in 1951 by The American Association
for Thoracic Surgery. Administered through the Gra-
ham Educational Research Foundation Fellowship
grants support study by young cardiothoracic surgeons
from outside North America at sites of their choice
within North America and include travel between
sites. Goals of the program are to broaden overall
training and increase international contacts. Each Fel-
low should plan to have one primary center for his/her
activities where he/she should spend from six to nine
months. The Fellow should have identified an individ-
ual at that center who will act as his/her sponsor and
assist in planning the course of study at the host
institution and at other institutions. In addition to the
primary center, the Fellow is encouraged to plan to
spend shorter periods of time at other secondary
centers to enhance the Fellowship experience.
Awards are made to surgeons of unique promise
who have been regarded as having the potential for
later international thoracic surgical leadership. Since
the inception of the Graham Fellowship, 45 young
surgeons from 23 countries have completed the Fel-
lowship.
The Fellowship provides a stipend of $40,000, a
major portion of which is intended for traveling
expenses incurred when visiting other medical cen-
ters. The Fellowship also provides two round-trip
coach air fares from the recipient’s country to
his/her primary center. The dates of the beginning
and ending of the Fellowship year should be sched-
uled to coincide with the Annual Meeting of The
American Association for Thoracic Surgery in April,
1999. The Fellow will be introduced at this meeting
and his/her predecessor will give a report of his/her
year’s experience to the Plenary Session. The Fellow
will be expected to present a summary of his/her
year’s experience at the 2000 Annual Meeting, which
will take place at the Toronto Convention Center in
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, April 30–May 3.
The Fellow should become involved predomi-
nantly with observation, consultation, teaching, and
research at a variety of thoracic surgical training
centers during the twelve months. Patient contact
will be determined by the sponsoring surgeon and
will conform to the regulations and licensing re-
quirements of the state, province, or country in
which he/she is studying.
A candidate should have completed his/her for-
mal training in general surgery and in thoracic and
cardiovascular surgery, but he/she should not have
reached a senior position. Candidates must be suf-
ficiently proficient in English to realize the full
benefits of the Fellowship.
Physicians seeking the Graham Traveling Fellow-
ship must have their Chief of Surgery or Professor
request an application by writing to:
Tirone E. David, MD, President
Graham Education and Research Foundation
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944-1314
U.S.A.
Telephone (978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-4018
Completed applications must be returned no later
than July 1, 1998. The selected candidate will be
notified by December 1, 1998.
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The American Association for Thoracic Surgery Second Edward D. Churchill Research
Scholarship, 1999-2001
The American Association for Thoracic Surgeryannounces the AATS Second Edward D.
Churchill Research Scholarship to provide an op-
portunity for research, training, and experience for a
North American surgeon committed to pursuing an
academic career in cardiothoracic surgery. The
scholarship will be funded by the Association and
administered by the Graham Education and Re-
search Foundation.
The research program must be undertaken within
the first three years after completion of an approved
cardiothoracic residency. Applications for the schol-
arship may be submitted during the candidate’s final
year of cardiothoracic residency or during his or her
first two years in an academic position. The duration
of the scholarship is to be two years.
The yearly stipend shall be $35,000 paid to the
host institution. In addition, a grant of $5,000 per
year shall be made for support of research supplies,
travel, and other legitimate academic expenses of
the scholar. Applications for the scholarship are
available from the Secretary of The American As-
sociation for Thoracic Surgery. The application will
consist of three components:
1. The candidate must submit a proposal for the
research to be undertaken and a statement of career
plans and how the research activity will relate to the
candidate’s academic career.
2. The Director of the laboratory in the institution
at which the research will be performed shall submit
an endorsement of the proposal and indicate the
facilities and degree of support available for the
candidate’s research.
3. The Chairman of the candidate’s department
shall submit his or her endorsement of the proposal
and indicate the willingness of the institution to
provide an academic appointment for the candidate
upon completion of the scholarship.
The application and its three components shall be
submitted to the Secretary of The American Asso-
ciation for Thoracic Surgery by July 1, 1998. An-
nouncement of the award will be made by the
President of The American Association for Thoracic
Surgery by December 1, 1998. The Scholarship will
begin July 1, 1999. Following completion of the
two-year program, the scholar shall submit a written
report of his/her research activities to the member-
ship of the Association. In May 2001 the Scholar
shall present a five-minute report of his/her experi-
ence at the Plenary Session of the AATS annual
meeting.
Applications for the scholarship are available
from:
James L. Cox, MD
Secretary
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944-1314
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-4018
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The American Association for Thoracic Surgery International Traveling Fellowship
The American Association for Thoracic Surgeryannounces the establishment of the AATS Inter-
national Traveling Fellowship, an annual award to
enhance the opportunity for young North American
cardiothoracic surgeons to travel abroad for a year
of training. This program is designed to provide
exposure in different disciplines to young North
American cardiothoracic surgeons within two years
of the completion of their formal cardiothoracic
surgery training.
Annual awards will be made to young cardiotho-
racic surgeons of unique promise who are regarded
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as having the potential for later international tho-
racic surgical leadership. The annual award, admin-
istered and funded by the AATS Graham Founda-
tion, will include a stipend of $40,000 and round-trip
economy airfare from the successful candidate’s
institution to a selected training site outside North
America for the candidate and spouse. Candidates
are to be nominated by members of the Thoracic
Surgery Directors Association. The deadline for
application for the initial fellowship is July 1, 1998.
The successful candidate will be notified by Decem-
ber 1, 1998, to begin his or her fellowship with the
1999-2000 academic year.
Applications for the AATS International Travel-
ing Fellowship are available from:
James L. Cox, MD, Secretary
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, MA 01944
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-4018
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery–Roy Castle Lung Cancer Foundation
Fellowship
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery–Roy Castle Lung Cancer Foundation Fellowship
was established in 1997 by The American Associa-
tion for Thoracic Surgery and the Roy Castle Lung
Cancer Foundation. Administered through the Gra-
ham Education and Research Foundation, it pro-
vides grants to individuals who intend to pursue a
career in general thoracic surgery, are toward the
end of their formal training period, and have a
genuine interest in acquiring an in-depth knowledge
of the basic science of lung cancer. Recipients spend
10 months working at the Roy Castle International
Centre for Lung Cancer Research under the super-
vision of the Director of Research at the Centre in
Liverpool, United Kingdom. While in Liverpool,
recipients have the opportunity to observe clinical
work at the regional Cardiothoracic Centre and
participate in the educational programs. The final
two months of the Fellowship are spent visiting
other lung cancer centers in the United Kingdom
and Europe through additional funding from the
Roy Castle Lung Cancer Foundation.
Announcement of 1998 Annual Meeting
The Seventy-eighth Annual Meeting of The Ameri-can Association for Thoracic Surgery will be held
May 3-6, 1998, in Boston, Massachusetts. Headquar-
ters for the meeting will be the Sheraton Boston Hotel.
The meeting of the Association is open to all physi-
cians. House Officers and Fellows will be admitted
without payment of a registration fee upon presenta-
tion of a letter from their Chief of Service at the time
of registration. Nonmember physicians will be re-
quired to pay a $250 registration fee. Members, non-
member physicians, and invited speakers have the
privilege of discussing papers.
Requests for preregistration forms and hotel
reservations
Information on the 1998 Annual Meeting, including
preregistration, hotel accommodations, and social pro-
gram, became available in December of 1997. Re-
quests should be forwarded directly to:
The Journal of Thoracic and
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American Association for Thoracic Surgery
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, MA 01944
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-7521
Material for the program
Abstracts of all papers proposed for presentation at
the 1998 meeting must have been received on or
before November 3, 1997; otherwise they will not be
considered by the Program Committee. The work
must not have been presented or reported elsewhere.
They should be accompanied by a Transmittal of
Abstract Form, which became available in August
1997 from the Association’s office listed above, and
appeared in the Journal in the August issue. The
abstract must be typed, double-spaced, on one side of
one 81⁄2 by 11 inch sheet, and should accurately and
clearly reflect the content of the completed paper. No
reference should be made on the abstract to the names
or institutions of the authors. Papers submitted for the
Forum sessions should be clearly labeled ‘‘For Thoracic
Surgery Forum’’ at the top of the sheet. The Forum is
primarily for the presentation of current cardiothoracic
research in progress, experimental problems, anatomic
studies, and modified or new surgical techniques.
An innovation in this year’s program will be the
AATS C. Walton Lillehei Residents’ Forum on Tues-
day morning, May 5. Made possible through an edu-
cational grant from St. Jude Medical, the Forum will
consist of the presentation of original work by resi-
dents in thoracic surgical training programs in North
America. Abstracts submitted for the award will be
evaluated by the Program Committee and nine will be
selected for presentation during the Forum. Each of
the selected authors will receive round-trip travel and
accommodations for the duration of the AATS annual
meeting. Additionally, one presentation will be se-
lected by the Program Committee to receive the
AATS C. Walton Lillehei Residents’ Award, a $5,000
prize. Thoracic Surgery Program Directors are urged
to have their residents participate in this Forum by
completing the appropriate section on the Abstract
Transmittal Form.
Papers submitted by nonmembers must be accom-
panied by a letter of sponsorship from a member of
the Association. Three clearly legible copies of each
abstract together with one Transmittal of Abstract
Form should be sent to:
PRISM PRODUCTIONS
AATS Abstract Division
5040 Pine Creek Drive
Westerville, Ohio 43081
Fax copies will not be accepted.
Receipt of each abstract will be acknowledged by
mail. Notification of the decision of the Program
Committee was distributed by February 9, 1998.
Essayists selected for the program are reminded
that papers presented at the meeting are to be submit-
ted for consideration for publication to the Journal
and must be handed to the Chair immediately prior to
their presentation. Forum papers which are longer
than five double-spaced pages or contain more than a
total of four figures and tables together will be auto-
matically rejected from consideration for publication.
Applications for membership
Applications for membership in the Association
must have been received by the Membership Commit-
tee Chairman no later than October 1, 1997. Applica-
tions received after that date will be deferred automat-
ically for consideration until the 1999 meeting.
Applicants must be sponsored by three Active or
Senior Members of the Association who are not
members of the Membership Committee. Members
should write the Chairman of the Membership Com-
mittee requesting that an application form be sent to
the candidate. Requests may be sent to:
Chairman, Membership Committee
American Association for Thoracic Surgery
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, MA 01944
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-4018
James L. Cox, MD, Secretary
The Journal of Thoracic and
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THE WESTERN THORACIC SURGICAL ASSOCIATION
Annual meeting notes
The Twenty-third Annual Meeting of The Western Thoracic Surgical Association took placeat the Silverado Country Club and Resort in Napa, California, June 25-28, 1997. The
President, Daniel J. Ullyot, presented several interesting insights in his Presidential Address
entitled “The Assault on Specialty Medicine and the Modern Surgeon.” Twenty-six scientific
papers were presented and discussed. The Annual Postgraduate Course, sponsored by the White
Memorial Medical Center and Foundation and the Lyman A. Brewer, III Fund, included Dr.
William W. Parmley from the University of California School of Medicine discussing “What is
Wrong with the Failing Heart?” Three popular scientific breakfast sessions were conducted by
Drs. Paul F. Waters, Douglas E. Wood, Edward D. Verrier, and Daniel J. Ullyot.
This annual meeting realized a very high attendance of 266 physicians and 131 spouses, family
members, and guests, all of whom enjoyed the scientific and social activities of this meeting. At
the annual business meeting on Saturday, June 28, 1997, the following were elected to Active
Membership:
Thomas A. Burdon, Stanford, Calif.
Win Cheng, Los Angeles, Calif.
Stuart W. Jamieson, San Diego, Calif.
Ismael N. Nuno, Los Angeles, Calif.
Marc E. Pollock, Sacramento, Calif.
Mario F. Ponpili, Stanford, Calif.
Mark B. Ratcliffe, San Francisco, Calif.
Rober C. Robins, Stanford, Calif.
Chris J. Wehr, Albuquerque, N.M.
The following officers were elected:
President: Winfield J. Wells, Los Angeles, Calif.
Vice President: Kent W. Jones, Salt Lake City, Utah
Secretary: Vaughn A. Starnes, Los Angeles, Calif.
Treasurer: Steven W. Guyton, Seattle, Wash.
Historian: Richard G. Fosburg, Del Mar, Calif.
Councillor-at-Large: Douglas E. Wood, Seattle, Wash.
Councillor/Founder: David J. Dugan, St. Helena, Calif.
Councillor/Founder: Arthur N. Thomas, San Francisco, Calif.
The Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Western Thoracic Surgical Association will be
conducted June 24-27, 1998, at the Chateau Whistler Resort, Whistler, British Columbia,
Canada.
Vaughn A. Starnes, MD, Secretary
The Journal of Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery
April 1998
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Announcement of 1998 Annual Meeting
The Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of The WesternThoracic Surgical Association will be held June
24-27, 1998, at the Chateau Whistler Resort in Whis-
tler, British Columbia. The scientific sessions are open
to all duly qualified physicians. Participation in other
Association activities for members, invited guests, and
program participants will require payment of a social
registration fee. Nonmember physicians will be re-
quired to pay a scientific registration fee of $200 in
addition to the social registration fee.
Requests for meeting information
Meeting preregistration and hotel registration
forms are available from:
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-7521
Material for the program
Scientific papers will be considered from members
and nonmembers. Member sponsorship is not neces-
sary. Abstracts of proposed papers must have been
received by the Program Chairman on or before
January 30, 1998. Each abstract must be 250 words or
less, should be typed double-spaced on an 81⁄2 by 11
inch sheet, and must be accompanied by a Transmittal
of Abstract Form.
The body of the abstract should accurately describe
completed work; contain numerical information about
the patients, experimental groups, or results obtained;
and discuss the significance or conclusions that are ap-
propriate. Unless specified otherwise, the first named
author will receive correspondence, give a ten-minute
presentation of the paper, and close the discussion.
Abstracts must represent unpublished work not previ-
ously presented at a major scientific meeting. Instructions
and Abstract Transmittal Forms are available from:
Chairman, Program Committee
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944
(978) 526-8330
Successful essayists must deliver the complete manu-
script at the time of presentation. The manuscript must
be in a form acceptable to The Journal of Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery and must not exceed 3000 words
without illustrations. The essay length must be reduced
appropriately when figures or tables are included.
Samson Resident Prize Essay
The Association offers a prize for the best manuscript
on a topic of interest to thoracic surgeons in honor of
Paul C. Samson, MD. Candidates for the prize must be in
a training program in the United States or Canada. The
one essayist whose abstract, manuscript, and presentation
are judged most outstanding will receive a $2000 cash
award following the presentation of all papers in Califor-
nia. The conditions for abstract submission, presentation,
and publication as described above will apply. In addi-
tion, the Samson Resident Prize Essay box in the lower left
hand corner of the form should be checked. A covering
letter from the Chief of Service of the training program
indicating the individual’s year of training and the pro-
portion of the work performed by the resident must be
submitted. The authors of the abstracts chosen for the
program will make up the finalists and will be notified by
March 31, 1998, that they must submit six completed
manuscripts for review by the Prize Essay Committee. The
Prize Essay Committee will make its selection following
the presentation of all papers.
Application for membership
Applications for membership in the Association
must be received by the Membership Committee
Chairman no later than March 1, 1998, to be consid-
ered at the following annual meeting. Applicants must
be sponsored by three members of the Association
who are not members of the Membership Committee.
Application forms will be issued only to sponsoring
members.
Address correspondence to:
Chairman, Membership Committee
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-4018
Vaughn A. Starnes, MD, Secretary
The Journal of Thoracic and
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THE AMERICAN BOARD OF THORACIC SURGERY
Notices
The Part I (written) examination will be held at theWestin Hotel, O’Hare, 6100 River Road, Rose-
mont, IL 60018, on November 15, 1998. This date
reflects a change from the previous schedule of
holding the examination in February. The closing
date for registration is August 1, 1998. Those wish-
ing to be considered for examination must request
an application since it is not automatically sent.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examina-
tion, a candidate must have successfully completed
the Part I (written) examination.
A candidate applying for admission to the certifying
examination must fulfill all the requirements of the
Board in force at the time the application is received.
Please address all communications to the Ameri-
can Board of Thoracic Surgery, One Rotary Center,
Suite 803, Evanston, Illinois 60201.
The American Board of Thoracic Surgery beganits recertification process in 1984. Diplomates
interested in participating in this examination
should maintain a documented list of their major
cases performed during the year prior to application
for recertification. This practice review should con-
sist of one year’s consecutive major operative expe-
riences. (If more than 100 cases occur in one year,
only 100 need to be listed.) For the two years prior
to application they should also keep a record of their
attendance at approved postgraduate medical edu-
cation programs. A minimum of 100 hours of ap-
proved CME activity is required.
In place of a cognitive examination, candidates for
recertification will be required to complete both the
general thoracic and cardiac portions of the SESATS
VI Syllabus (Self-Education/Self Assessment in Tho-
racic Surgery). It is not necessary for candidates to
purchase SESATS VI prior to applying for recertifica-
tion. The SESATS VI material will be forwarded to
candidates after their applications have been accepted.
Diplomates whose ten-year certificates will ex-
pire in 2000 may begin the recertification process
in 1998. Their new certificate will be dated ten
years from the time of expiration of their original
certificate. Recertification is also open to diplo-
mates with an unlimited certificate and will in
no way affect the validity of their original certifi-
cate.
The deadline for submission of applications for the
recertification process in 1998 is May 1, 1998. A
recertification brochure outlining the rules and re-
quirements for recertification in thoracic surgery is
available upon request from the American Board of
Thoracic Surgery, One Rotary Center, Suite 803,
Evanston, Illinois 60201.
The Journal of Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery
April 1998
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THE THORACIC SURGERY FOUNDATION FOR RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
Through the generous contributions of individual surgeons, groups, corporations, the majorthoracic surgical organizations, and other friends, The Foundation is enlarging the knowledge
base of cardiothoracic surgery. Strengthening the funding and promoting the selection of
surgical researchers and scholars is a primary goal. For information on The Foundation call
312-644-6610 or visit www.tsfre.org.
Award Recipients
The Foundation is proud to support the following new scholars for 1998-2000:
Abbas El-Sayad Abbas, MD
University of Pennsylvania
TSFRE Research Fellowship
Melina R. Kibbe, MD
University of Pittsburgh
Nina S. Braunwald
Research Fellowship
Daniel Kreisel, MD
University of Pennsylvania
TSFRE Research Fellowship
Paul C. Lee, MD
University of Pittsburgh
TSFRE Research Fellowship
Elizabeth N. Morgan, MD
University of Washington
Nina S. Braunwald
Research Fellowship
Michael A. Smith, MD
Washington University
TSFRE Research Fellowship
Vinod H. Thourani, MD
Emory University School
of Medicine
TSFRE Research Fellowship
Tomasz A. Timek, MD
Stanford University
TSFRE Research Fellowship
The Journal of Thoracic and
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1998-1999 Alley-Sheridan Scholars-in-Residence
The Foundation offers Alley-Sheridan tuition scholarships for cardiothoracic surgeons to pursuea year of study in health care policy at Harvard University. Two individuals have been awarded
scholarships for 1998-1999.
Lishan Aklog, MD
Boston, Massachusetts
International Traveling
Fellowship of the AATS
Christian Kreutzer, MD
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Evarts A. Graham Memorial
Traveling Fellowship of the
AATS
Bruce R. Rosengard, MD
University of Pennsylvania
Dwight Harken Research
Scholarship of the AATS
Edgar L. Feinberg II, MD
Lafayette, Louisiana
Edward J. Dunn, MD
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
1998-1999 Graham Foundation Award Recipients
The Journal of Thoracic and
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